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Real Men Giving Real Time

January 6, 2010

Chairman Julius Genachowski
Commissioner Meredith Attwell Baker
Camaissioner Mignon Clybum
Commissicner Michas! J. Copps
Commissioner Robsrt M. McDowell

Federal Communicalions Commission
445 12th Street, SW
Washinglon, DC 20554

Ra: GN Dockst No. 08-191
Dear Chairman Genachowski and Commissioners:

The mission of 100 Black Men of America, Inc. Is to improve the guality of life within our communities and
enhence educalional and economic opportunities for all African Americans. We are committed o the
intefiectual development of youth and fhe economic empowerment of the African American community. 100
Black Men of Orfando, Inc. seeks fo sarva as a beacon of leadership by utilizing our diverse talents to create
anvironments where our children ara mofivated to achieve, In carrying oul our mission, we hava seen the
benefits of broadband technology for emerging leaders.

Broadband technology affords its adopters incredible economic and civic benefits. With a broadband
connection, we can search for jobs, acquire markeiable skills, and even start our own businesses.
Broadband links our members fo distance leaming programs and e-govemment resources, promeling
educational advancement and civic engagemant.

In Tight of our experiences, we feel compelied to offer cur perspective on the Commission’s Open Intemet
Notica aof Praposed Rulemaking (NPRM). We are concemed about the implications that such regulations wilt
have on the African American communily, as well as all Americans who are cumently underserved by
broadband technology. From Florida's biggest cities like Orlando, 0 our most rural cemmunities, ubiguitous
broadband access is not yel a reality. Rather than impasing regulations that could limit who gets online, we
urge the Commission to usa this time to focus on gelting all Americans connected.

The Pew Intemet & Amerigan Life Project's most recent "Home Broadband Adoption” survey revealed that
while nearly two-thinds of all aduft Americans have a broadband connection at home, less than haif of African
Americans enjoy the same level of connectivity. In fact, broadband penetration among African Americans
increasad a mere three parcentage points over the last year,

Wa urge the Commission to direct its efforts towards bridging the digital divide, rather than promoting policies
hat could potentially exacerbate it. We are concemned that the NPRM's net neulrality regulations could have
an impact on the affordability and availabllity of broadband.
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Before any actians are taken on the NPRM, it is imperative that the Commission consider the effect that such
ragulations wlil have on those who still lack a broadband connection. Without such information, we fear that
thoss who stand to benefit the most from broadband will be further excluded from our digital society.

Bincerely,

100 BLACK MEN OF X -

.

onald Q- Rogers,
President



